New clinical aspects of Pearson's syndrome. Report of three cases.
We describe 3 patients affected by Pearson's syndrome, presenting anemia, exocrine pancreas failure, and skeletal abnormalities; insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus arose in two cases during the course of the disease. Bone marrow dysplasia and exocrine pancreas failure are also reported in Shwachman's syndrome; the two forms differ in bone marrow morphology. The clinical pattern of Pearson's syndrome can be so polymorphic as to increase the difficulties of differential diagnosis with Shwachman's syndrome.